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It breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart. The game begins in 

spring, when everything else begins again, and it blossoms in the summer, filling 

the afternoons and evenings, and then as soon as the chill rains come, it stops 

and leaves you to face the fall alone. ~A. Bartlett Giamatti, "The Green Fields of 

the Mind," Yale Alumni Magazine, November 1977 

2011 Season Recap 

 
The Aviators 3rd season looked promising from the start, coming off the heels of back to back 

PWBL Championship they were looking for a three-peat. With the PWBL and the Tri-State 

League merging to form the Far West League the Aviators would face the best teams from 

Northern California, Oregon & Nevada in order to reach their goals.  

 

Scheduled to play 50 games in 61 days the Aviators brought 35 players into camp. The Aviators 

won the Southern Division of the FWL with a 20-6-1 League Record with the tie coming in an 

extra inning game against the Redding Colt .45ôs due to a lighting malfunction. The Aviators 

finished the season with a 37-12-1 record. The Aviators went 1-2 in the FWL Play-offs losing 

to the eventual Champs Humboldt Crab in a very tight 2-0 game. 

 

The Aviators did not walk away with the Championship this season but that was no reason to 

hang our heads, this season was a success as the Aviators exhibited that they are one of the best 

summer programs in the country. The Work the players did off the field with youth organiza-

tions and non-profits was imperative to the teams continued success. This is also an area we 

will be expanding going forward.  

 

The Aviators had some injuries that were crucial but the depth and determination of the players 

proved that a team is the sum total of all its parts. When a key player went down someone else 

stepped up and took on his role. I could not be more proud of the way this team played this 

summer. This was by far the best offensive team the Aviators have had in their short history. 

 

Some Key Accomplishments: 

¶ 38 wins (most wins in a single season in team history) 

¶ 100th win in Team History 

¶ 27 Team Homeruns 

¶ 256 RBIôs 

¶ .463 Team Slugging Percentage 

¶ 101 Team Stolen Bases 

 

A very special THANK YOU goes out to our sponsors and host families without you we could 

not succeed!!! 

Come out and witness what is in store for 2012!!!! 

 
Thank You 

Richard Ruiz - General Manager 

Atwater Aviators 
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Jerry Leonardo #33 

Hometown: Winton, California 

School: South Western Oregon 

Community College 

Ht. 6-3 

Wt. 200 

Pos. UTIL 

Julien Pollard #40 

Hometown: Tacoma, Washington 

School: Oklahoma City University 

Ht. 5-11 

Wt. 195 

Pos. OF 

 

Tim Dunn #21 

Hometown: Coto de Caza, CA 

School: Pennsylvania State Univer-

sity 

Ht. 6-3 

Wt. 190 

Pos. LHP 

Marcus Makutch #44 

Hometown: Baltimore, Ohio 

School: Miami University (OH) 

Ht. 5-10 

Wt. 200 

Pos. OF 
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Kory Vitato #07 

Hometown: Merced, CA 

School: CSU Stanislaus 

Ht. 5-11 

Wt. 185 

Pos. SS/3B/RHP 

Shawn Marquardt #34 

Hometown: Carmel, Indiana 

School: Miami University (OH) 

Ht. 5-11 

Wt. 180 

Pos. LHP 

Sean Fasig #08 

Hometown: Merced, CA 

School: University of La Verne 

Ht. 6-0 

Wt. 160 

Pos. RHP 

Tyler Lanham #36 

Hometown: San Jose, CA 

School: UC Davis 

Ht. 6-3 

Wt. 185 

Pos. RHP 

Harry Stanwyck #37 

Hometown: Castro Valley, CA 

School: UC Davis 

Ht. 6-6 

Wt. 200 

Pos. RHP 

Christoph Ludwig #39 

Hometown: San Diego, CA 

School: Avila University 

Ht. 6-0 

Wt. 185 

Pos. 3B 
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Adam Wagner #27 

Hometown: Defiance, Ohio 

School: Niagara University 

Ht. 6-2 

Wt. 185 

Pos. OF 

Ralph Vasquez #25 

Hometown: Merced, CA 

School: CSU Stanislaus 

Ht. 5-9 

Wt. 185 

Pos. RHP 

Matt Gotschall #20 

Hometown: Marietta, Georgia 

School: UPENN 

Ht. 6-4 

Wt. 175 

Pos. LHP 

Jon Fragulia #23 

Hometown: Pleasanton, CA 

School: Buffalo University 

Ht. 6-6 

Wt. 195 

Pos. RHP 

Alex Ott #15 

Hometown: Pompton Lakes, NJ 

School: UPENN 

Ht. 6-4 

Wt. 180 

Pos. LHP 

Kevin Christy #29 

Hometown: Hatfield, PA 

School: LaSalle University 

Ht. 6-1 

Wt. 195 

Pos. RHP 


